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SUBJECTS REPORTED 3UERRILLA ACTIVITY IN BOLIVIA. 

1. AT URGENT REQUEST OF PRESIDENT BARRIENTOS, I 
CALLED ON HIS AT HIS HOUSE THIS AFTERNOON' > 

— - A£CQ»''?riMI ED ^ 

BY DCS AND DEFATT TO FIND HIM IN A MEETING 3 I Th" ACTING J 
CHIEF OF ARMED FORCES GENERAL BELMONTE; ARMY COM- « 
WANDER GENERAL. LAFUENTE; ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF COLONEL^ J 
VASQUEZ: AND AIDES. f 0 J 

% 

2. BARRIENTOS SAID BOLIVIAN AUTHORITIES YESTERDAY Lg 8 

. ~ — — - ■ ' •• ■ g 
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MORNING PICKED UP TWO GUERRILLA SUSrECTS CVINCENTE ^j,^ 
••—ROCABADO-TERRAZAS AND PASTOR BARRERA QU INTEL) NEAR ^ 
IPITA, "DEPARTMENT OF SANTA CRUZ, COORDINATES APPROX- "" 
- IMATELY-19 DEGREES, 43 MINUTES SOUTH AND 63 DEGREES. 3zi 
MINUTES west;' * 
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CO < 

tSltfXEBROG AT ION IN LA PAZ^TODAY;~SUSP£CTS: RE-".~ £ 

TJtlTTED ASSOCIATION WITH -GROUP "OF ^ GUERRILLAS § § 
jS^SftzTO 43 IN REGION SURROUNDING^ IP IT A, PUNNING 
iF^OSMIONTEAGUDO AND L AGUN I LL AS - THE SOUTH 

:THE r NORTH. r:THEY;:REPOR.TEDljr±SAID^GR0u|l|g 



^WAS=LEp?BYsCASTROl;TE;CUBAN S^AND^I MCCUDEOsPERUV TANSTP 




ARGEKTjLN ES^AN D .gp- ERrf aP 3 ^0 THER ^ FOREIGNER SSSUSEECTS^gE^^ 
RTEDtY^INDEPENDE-NtLY-IDENTlFIEI "" 
ERR ILLAS^ MOIS ES- GUEVARA ;~ AND - PI 
SO* R ECEN TLY^ REPJD R T ED 7F-R OK" HERE 



ESRTEDtY^INDEPENDENTLY «I DENTT FIED*AS*AfcSO»INVOLVED.eW lTK^m^m^m 
GUERR ILLAS -MOIS ES GUEVARA i - AND ■ P ERSON -i K N O WN^AS: " CH I NO" ^"^.^W^ 
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9. 3ARftIENT0S REQUESTED IMMEDIATE "ASSISTANCE FROM 

US IN FOLLOWING RESPECTS: 

JAM PROVISION OF RADIO LOCATING EQUIPMENT AND 
NECESSARY TECHNICAL BANK-UP TO ENABLE GOB 
TO PIN-POINT REPORTED GUERRILLA RADIO 
TRANF3ITTERS. 

B. ADDITIONAL COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT WHICH 

WOULD BE NEEDED BY FIELD FORCES OPERATING THERE. 

12. BASRIENT03 SAID HE THOUGHT SECURITY FORCES IN 
IARAGUAY AND ARGENTINA SHOULD KNOW OF THE FOREGOING 
IN THE EVENT THE REPORTED GUERRILLAS ARE FORCED OUT 
AND CWEE IN THEIR DIRECTION. HE ASXED OUR COOPER A- 
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TIQN IN TRANSMITTING THIS MESSAGE. 

I.. I MADE NO COMMITMENTS BEYOND A PROMISE TO LOOK 
INTO WHAT WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO DO* . 

12. WE ARE TAKING THIS REPORT OF GUERRILLA ACTIVITY 
WITH SOME RESERVE, BUT SEE NO HARM IN EMBASSIES 
ASUNCION AND BUENOS AIRES PASSING MESSAGE MENTIONED 
PARAGRAPH 7 ABOVE, AT THEIR. DISCRETION. 

13. MEANWHILE WE ARE" SEEING WHAT WE CAN DO LO — 

CALLY ABOUT PROVIDING RADIO LOCATER EQUIPMENT 
BEFORE CALLING FOR FURTHER USG HELP IN THIS REGARD. 

GP-3. : HENDERSON^ 

~BT 
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] 
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^^JLVED IN GUERRILLA PREPARATIONS. 




4. SUSPECTS REPORTEDLY MENTIONED CHE GUEVARA AS LEADER 
OF BAD, BUT ADMITTED THEY HAD NEVER SEEN HIM, AND WE 
(INCLUDING BARRIENT OS) DULY DOUBTFUL OF TKIS^ SUSPECTS 
REPORTEDLY SAID GUERRILLAS HAD "AMPLE" BUT OTHERWISE 
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UNSPECIFIED QUANTITIES AND TYPES OF ARMS; AND HAD "AMPLE 
FUNDS. SUSPECTS WERE IN FACT PICKED UP AFTER AROUSING 
SUSPICIONS OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES BECAUSE OF UNDULY GEN- • 
ER0U3 OFFERS THEY WERE MAKING FOR FOOD SUPPLIES. PROX- 
IMATE CAUSE OF THER DETENTION MAY HAVE BEEN HOWEVER 
THEIR SALE OF A 22 CALIBER RIFLE. 

$. THERE HAS BEEN NO ARMED OR OTHER TYPE OF CONTACT IN 
AREA WITH THE REPORTED GUERRILLAS, ALTHOUGH TWO SQUADS . 
OF BOLIVIAN ARVECTROOPS ARE REPORTEDLY TRAILING 
ONE HALF DAY BEHIND ELEMENTS OF THEM THROUGH VERY 
DIFFICULT TERRAIN. 

S. BARRIENTOSAND HIS SENIOR MILITARY COMMANDERS 
APPEARED PREPARED TO BELIEVE THERf WAS SOME KIND OF 
GUERRILLA" PREPARATION IN THE AREA AND ASSERTED AS A 
FACT THERE WERE A NUMBER OF GUERRILLA RADIO TRANS- 
MITTERS SENDING CODED SIGNALS WITHIN THE' REGION. 

7. CARRIE NT OS SAID HE BELIEVED THE GUERRILLAS* PUR- ^ 
fOSS WAS 7& DIVERT- BOLIVIAN -MILITARY -FORCtfS27tj:r#/S t _V_L 
REMOTE, DENSELY COVERED AND MILITARILY EXTREME ML Y 
^DIFFICULT TERRAIN* LEAVING VITAL CENTERS SUCH . AS " ~ 
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-^THOSj 




fiABAMBA, ORURO, AND THE MINES VITH?REDUCED 
, 'AGAINST POSSIBLE SUBVERSIVE ~ ACTION^ IN 



^^ARRIENTOS^ATD^ 




=^^TRAP^BUT^L T ANS^TOrpUT^SECURltY?FORCE^I^ 

^^^^^2^^X^ A ^^^^'^^^ S ^ N ^^ SM ALtsSPEC IALLYsQU AElfelEflfe " — — 
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RESPONDENT EDWIN 
ERRILLa JOSE CARIl 
PTUPED AUG. 31 CLA 
SAYING QUOTE DEBP 
MP AND NEARLY ALWA 
3A\S UNQUOTEo CARR 
CTUPES LP GUERRILL 

sjard duty and or 

SO REPORTED AS SAY 
A9SE CaRD IN NANCA 
I GUEVARA PARTICIP 
FT ARE SEVERAL DAY 



CHACON* WHO INTERVIEWED 

LQ, SLIGHTLY WOUNDED AND 

SH. CHACON QUOTED CARILLO 

AY WAS IN NANCAHUAZU* CARRYING- 

YS WITH THE GUEVARA AND THE 

ILLO ALSO SAID DEB^AY GAVE 

AS BUT HE JCARRILLO) WaS 

D NOT HEARIRHEM. CARRIlLO 

INQ ( A } HE MET GUEVARA WEARING- 

HUAZU DURING FIRST WEEK JANUARY, 

ATEO ATTACK ON SAMA IP AT A AND 

S LATER WITH FIVE UNIDENTIFIED 
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CUBANS* (C) TAN IA WaS WITH GUERRILLA G^OUP FROM 
BEGINNING. AND WAS VERY VALIANT* ( D ) HE* CARRILLO* 
*AS MEMBER COMMUNIST YOUTH ORGANIZATION ORuflO AND 
UNEMPLOYED SINCE. 1964a JOINED GUERRILLA GROUP 
NANCAHUAZU JAN. THIS YEAR WITH TEN OTHER BOLIVIANS* 
MET FORTY MORE AT CAMP WHERE RECEIVED ARMS TRAINING* 
AND LATER FOUGHT WITH VARIOUS GROUP'S* 

2; COMMUNIQUE RELEASED LAST NIGHT INDICATED NEW FIRE- 
FIGHT OCCURPEO SEPT, 3 BETWEEN GUERRILLA FRACTION ANO 
ELEMENTS FOURTH DIVISION AT PALMAR I TO • ONE GUERRILLA 
KI-.lED AND 300Y TRANSPORTED CAMIRI FOR IDENTIFICATION* 
DEFaTT CONFIRMS AND STATES NO BAF CASUALTIES. 

3 PRESS REPORTS ANOTHER GUERRILLA FRACTION CONTACTED" 
MORNI^Q SHtt>.. 3 BY EIGHTH DIVISION UNI? AT MaSICURI BAJO 
iVADG DE jfltb^SHCRT DISTANCE FROM STTE AUGUST 3i CLASH* 
PPESENClA§piAlMS FIREFIGHT FOLLOWED THOUGH NO DETAILS YET 
AVAILABLE"!!' NO" OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION. 
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PATROLS ARE SEARCHING RIO GRANDE FOR BODIES TAN I A 
AND NEGRO* ALLEGEDLY KILLED AUGUST 3 1 • HOWEVER/ 
ARMY G«3 INFORMS- DEFATT SINCE BODIES NOT Y£T 
RECOVERED IT IS. NOW BELIEVED THEY MAY ALREADY 
ESCAPED. 



is jose castTLlo chavez ( aka pacoj and'joined 

GUERRILLAS FEB • NOT J AN • AS REPORTED P?ESS^ HENDERSON 
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Following is informal tr^&lation of an article written 
by Humberto VACAFLOR Ganato", which appeared in theSeptember 13 
issue of the La Paz daily Presencia . entitled, "Che Guevara 
in Bolivia." The article is believed to be substantially 
accurate,^ "^states that Guevara probably enter ed^^^f 

Bolivia by plane, traveling directly to La Paz, in November 
19.66, and not by crossing the frontier with Brazil at Corumta 
in January 1967 j as stated in the article. 

Yacaflor is an enterprising journalist and apparently obtained 
some of the information from Bolivian Armed Forces (BAF) 
sources. Since this article appeared (although apparently for 
different reasons), the BAF has revoked Yacaflor 's press 
credentials to enter the operational zone, including Camiri. 
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Enclosure: Informal Translation 
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PRISONER BY B&TlVlAN ARMY UN 
OF VILLAQRaNDE SUNDAY* OCTOBER So 



( t/J EXCIS3 ( 
¥01 




S5IP7 in PAST 
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, Ep cs? PA exemptions MM.f/j 
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( ) DOWNGRADE TS to ( )Sor( )C,OADE 



3 CHE GUEVARA TAKEN . A^. 

ITS'Tf? HIGUlKas AREA SOUTHWEST Vlf&J 
FR 8 o / 



2* GUEVARA RELIABLY REPORTED STILL ALIVE WITH LEG WOUND 
IN CUSTODY BOLIVIAN TROOPS IN HIGUERAS MORNING OCTOBER 9. 
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BOLIVIAN ARMY COMMANDER GENERAL DAVID LAFUENTE DEPARTED 
LA PAZ FOR GUERRILLA ZONE MORNING OCTOBER 3> PRESUMABLY 
TO VERIFY FIRST HAND IDENTITY OF GUEVARA. 



GP-* HENDERSON 




U,S.. DEPARTMENT F STATE^ iyil , ^ 
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' / DAVIS 
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S • a— =s "^w ETst" „3ir 

From ; IHR *■ Thaw? L. Haghee (HI ^ _kmek 

jr ft _ KEENlf H 

Subject ; Guevara's D&at h-^-Th^ Naming far Latin America f iaHSE** 1, 

'"' ' 1,1 *" ■ _ _ IMW l l £1 /.'J+^i-J- ' irJ^ff h EG Gilt 

_ ?_fflWNDHE 

"Che 11 Guevara's death was * crippling— perhaps fatal— blew to toe Bolivian, 
guerrilla movant and nay prove a serious setback for fidel Castro's hapm to 
foment violent revolution in "all or almost all" Latin American countries, those 
ComtninistJ and others who might have been prepared to Initiate Cuban-style guerrilla 
warfare vlll be discouraged, at least for a time, by the defeat of the foremost 
tactician of the Cuban xevolutl onary a trategy at the hands of one of the weakest 
armiea In the hemisphere* Kowvar, there is litcU liicelihoed that Castro and his 
followers throughout Latin America vlll cease their efforts to foment and support 
insurgency, albeit peitoaps witfi dome tactical modifications. 

The wsbe rr g| Guevara * Argentina-bom firnesta "Che 11 Guevara, ridel Castro's 
righthand nam aud chief lieutenant in the Sierra Ilaestra^ author of a book on 
guerrilla tactics, ■one-time president of Cuba's National Bank under Castro en-d 
later Minister of Industries* mysteriously disappeared in Harch 1965, Rumor said 
that he was ill, or that he had been put to death by Castro, or that he *as in the 
Domini can Republic during it* civil war or In Vietnam or in the Congo • October 
1965, Castro finally announced that Guevara had renounced his Cuban citizenship and 
set off to devote his services to the revolutionary cause in other lands*' Eumors 
as to hie whereabouts continued* but until recently there was no substantial evidence 
to pro™ even that he was alive* 
' Guevariswo makes _a._strong cosabadc. The March 1965 disappearance of Guevara 

tt biMiunvw ilAd R^orrh. . JfiiMljflWJ JfUmUiTDiyiiKH — v w Wed from Mfcta*"* 4 

i( h:m nut tm uiHinKniilH rlMiwtieff-. irUr b3,i::<j. Sec^ j.,4 i „*1 n^ii I'LCntlflfL 
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occurred darir^ a period when Fidel Caacro was toning down his emphasis on violent 
revolutl.™ and trying to cocoas his differences with the tradition*! pro-Soviet 
corals E parties In Latin Africa. Hut it was not ^ Be£o « c „ t „ again ^ 
to favor openly the Independent revolutionary theory vhich he and Guevara had 
developed h Me d on their view of the Cuban revolution. Since C he Tricon titietttal 
Conference in Havana in January 1966, Castro has advocated with Increasing sEridency 
the thesis which Is set forth most Nearly 1 B a book entitled ablution ulthin 
the Eflvolutlpp_7 by Otto's principal theoretical apologist, French Marxist 
intellectual Jules Regis Gab ray (new on trial in Bolivia). Dieted with the 
"peaceful paEh-to-pover" arguments of the latb, African pld-liue ccmunist parties- 
especially the Venetian CP— and Chcir Soviet supporters, Fidel and Debray have 
asserted that Latin 4rerlca U ripe for insurgency new and have specified that the 
rural guerrilla movement rather than any urban-based conraunist party or other group 
must be the focal point and the headquarters of the Insurgency, They have declared 
that action must take precedence over ideology ^ thaz ^ guerrilla HPvenenc—as 
the nucleus of a Marjrfat-Leninlst party— will create the objective conditions for 
Its ultimata success and attract Che local peas an try * 

On April 17 this year Cuban medls nave great play to an article s uncord ly 
written hy Guevara reiterating the Caetro^Suevara-Bcbray thesis. Two days la Est 
Fidel praised the article end eulogised Guevara, eliminating any lingering iprpMssioti 
that cha reman tic "Che" had been removed from the Cuban pantheon* 

LASO Conference highlights d lsacteeaenc of orthodox cnEPirvunlsts . lha fitst 
latin American Solidarity Organisation meeting la Unvana this summer served co 
underscore disagreement with the Castro tresis by the old line communist parties- 

- SB cncT/tio poncica i disarm 



- 3 - 

They ar^iiE that conditions fo T vleUnt revolution ttKfat wily in very few Ut±n 
African countries at present and Chat tfie local commit parties-net Cubans or 
other foreianars-shonld be the only onas to detank fa accordance ma traditional 
Marxist theory what cities ate called for. ^i t ^ an outwaxd show of h aE ™ny amon R 
tfre delegate the L4S0 conference, of which G^m w* e naned honorary pradfent 
in absentia, widened the breach benfeen the prj-Hwcw communists and thosa who 
want revolution now* 

S^Yia: testing ground for the th«<»™? The guerrilla insurgency in JSolIvia 
which c*»* to light in Hare* 1967 rekindled international intent In Latin 
American insurgencies and especially l n ^ ^ve^ts then underlay fa Latin America 
The Guatemalan guerrillas seered to be on the ropes; guerrilla forces fa Veneris 
and Coloofeia were making no headway. The new Bolivian fasursency, on the other 
hand, seco»d to be the w promising* fa an effort to maintain unity with Castro 
and within the Latin American extreme left, even traditional comminfac parens agreed 
tg endorsa the Bolivian guerrilla*. Intent was farther hastened when in April 
Dabrey himself WM captured by die Bolivian araed forces ami h e Indicated that Che 
Guevara had organized and was leading toe guerrillas* 

Initial battles betvaen the finertfillas and Che Bolivian anny last March and 
April proved almost disastrous to the poorly trained, ill-equipped troops who 
suffered heavy l 03ac5 fa every encounter, the failure of the attnjr to deal affectively 
with/handful of insurrectionists shook the entire Uollvian government and led to 
desperate appeals for OS assistance. tf e i ? hborins councrias be ¥ an to consitfcr uhat 
action raigbc be required by diem, But the a t»rriU« proved neither invincible nor 
infallible, Zy July, aided by testimony from Jjebrav an<l ochar captives uho were 
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members of the guerrilla force or had cutset with It, as well as by peaB ant* 
demoaat rated loyalty the amed forces than to the guerrillas despite the 
litters' efforts to »» them, Bolivian army units wore able to inflict some damage 
on the guerrillas albeit with fairly heavy casualties* In late August, a 
significant victory took place vh«m the guerrilla rear guard was wiped out in a 
wall-eseeuted ambush. Still, a auccessful encounter with the main tody of the 
auartilla force did not occur until October 8 a when the amy recouped its 
reputation by the action which resulted in the death of Guevara, 

Effects in Bolivia GuevarVs death is a feather in the cap of Bolivian 
President Rene Barriento*, I C way sign*! the end of che guerrilla movement m a 
threat to stability. If so, the Bolivian military, which is a major element of 
Barri-eneas' support, will enjoy a seme of self-confidence aod strength that it h 
l*n S lacked, However, victory could also stir political ambitions amon R army 
officers who wete directly Evolved In the anti-guerrilla campaign and who may now 
See thcmselvefl as the saviors of the republic* 

Castro r s reaction: nubile rsdedication and private reassessme nt. Cuban 

domestic media have thus far limited their rep D rting on Guevara's death to mention- 
ing "insistent statements" to fchia effect in the international press which Cohan 
authorities can nelth&r confirm or deny. However, the br&ad outlines of Havana's 
public position are generally predictable. Guevara will be eulogized as the model 
revolutionary who met a heroic death. His exemplary conduct will he contrasted to 
the do-nothing, ccwacdly theorising of the old line communist partiea and other 
-pseudo- revolutionaries 11 In Latin America and elsewhere. The Castro-Guevara-Deb ray 
thesis will he upheld aa still ™iid and the protracted nature of the struggle will 
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be emphasized. El ante £or Gtievara's death win be attributed to the usual villains— 
US imperialism, Che Green Berets* the CIA— with only passing contemptuous raft rente 
to the Bolivian "lackeys". A. call will no dotdit h e made for new "ChtV 1 Co pick up 
tha banner of the fallen loader and optimistic predictions will ha made as to the 
inevitability of the final triianph* 

In private, hcuever, Castro and his associates will have to reappraise the 
prospects foT exported revolution* Castro might up hie commitment of Cuban men 

and resources to foreign ins urgency in order to demonstrate that the <toath of one 
the 

combatant — even/illustrious "Ghe"«— makes little difference to the eventual 
success of guerrilla struggle in the hemisphere. Such response would fit with 
Castro's characteristic refusal to accept failure in a major undertaking. Or 
he might curtail Cuba's efforts to foster insurgency abroad, pending further 
assessment and stocktaking on the prospect* for potential and existing Insurgencies. 
0r t on analyzing the Guevara effort in Bolivia, he mi^ht adopt same new tactical 
approaches for guerrilla movements. On balance, it seams must likely chat he will 
continue to commie about tha sacta level of resources as at present to promt slug 
revolutionaries while utilizing the memory of the 'Wr tyred" Guevara and perhaps 
soma tactical changes in approach.. 

Probable Latin American reaction to Cuevars 1 s daath * News of Guevara's death 
will relieve most non-leftist Latin, Americans who feared that sooner or later he 
might foment insurgencies in their countries. The demise of the most glamorous 
and reputedly effective revolutionary may even cause some Latin Americana to down- 
grade the seriousness of insurgency and the social factors which breed It* On 
the other hand t communists of whatever a trine ind otner leftists are Likely to 
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eulogize the revolutionary ntartyr-«pe c i a iiy f orH ; e contribution to the Cuban 
Tevplutlon-and to maintain that revolutions will cotidn^ until their eavg09 arc 
eradicated., 

If tha fiativian guerrilla movement is soon eliminated as a Eerier subversive 
threat, the death of Guavaxa will have awn TO « important repercussions amons 
Latin American wmmunists. The doMaan* peaceful line groups, who were either 
In total disagree^ **ith Castro at paid only li p - S ervi c a to the guerrilla 
struggle, will be aiU to argua with more authority against the Caatto-Guevara- 
Debray cheoia. They em point out that even a m^nc U d bjr the foremost 
revolutionary tactician, in a country which apparently provide conditions suitable 
for revolution, had failed. While these parties are t^li^y/rT^l grate Che's 
importance and abilities, they will be able t° accuse the Cubans of adventurism 
and point out that the presence sf so many Cubans ana" other icreieners awn R the 
leaders of the Bolivian guerrillas tended to alienate the peasants upoti whose 
support they ultinately depended. Ttay will be able to argue that any insurgency 
Sjst be indigenous and that only local parties fcnw when local conditions are ripe ' 
for revolution, Castro certainly will not be able to disassociate himself from 
Guevara 1 ? Sclivian efforts and will b« subject to V told yo« so 11 criticism from 
the oli lice parties. Although leftist groups which may Have marginally accept^ 
the Cuban theory probably will reevaluate their policies Castro's spell on the 
more youthful leftist eletmnts in the hemisphere will tiqt be broken. 
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Amembaesy LA PAZ e*TE:o<jtober IS, 1967 

Official Confirmation of Death of Che Guevara 



if?u A S ftd F ° rC * S **1««"<I the following c^uniiueT 
together with throe annexes, on the death of Che Guevara! 

- 1 * ^accordance with information provided for national and 
international opinion, based on document* released by Sne 
?ii S P3r itt £ h J . c S«"* nd ™ October 9 *nd subsequently, consern- 
the Armed Forces and the red group Commanded by Ernesto "Che" 

a) Ernesto Guevara fell into the hands of our troops 

1™^! ? eElde<l £ he transferred to the town of La Hitmera, 
I 5\?* ^ P ° n ? uad *^ October 6, where he dieTas ' 

U v S ° f 5 ±0 r° Un<IS * His bod ? ws transferred to the city 

ft i^&M KK.r M£mda7 ' Ootob#r 9 ' itt * 

Dr ^J^rf Dp> M ° iBftS Abraham Baptiet* and 

Dr. Jose Maria C* Mj director and intern respectively of the 

Enclosures 

1« Annex 1 (Death Certificate) 

2* Annex 2 (Autopsy Report) 

3* Annex 3 (Argentine Police Report) 

4. Communique of Argentine Embassy 

5*, Spanish texts of Above (clippings) J 
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Knights of Malta hospital, 'certified the death (Annex No, 1) and 
recorded the autopsy ordered by the military authorities of 
Yallegrande (Annex So, 2)* 

c) With regard to the identification of the deceased and the 
authentication of tha diary that belonged to him, the government 
requested the cooperation of Argentine technical organizations, 
which sent three experts t one handwriting specialist and two 
fingerprint specialists, who verified the identity of the remains 
and certified that the handwriting of the campaign diary f captured 
by our troops, coincides with that of Ernesto Guevara (Annex No* 

3 } * 

d) The campaign diary and the book of doctrine f libro da 
o_0_naeptua ci ones ) are documents that contain an account of activi- 
ties, from the date of hie entry (into the guerrilla area) until 
October 7, and (justify) the judgments that this chief of sub ver- 
sion j the members of the guerrilla bands, and the people, both in 
this country and abroad, who collaborated with them, deserved. 

As a consequence > they are documents exclusively for the use of 
the military* 

3 -T, ?y this means the Military High Command considers complete 
all information relating to the death of Che Guevara- La Paz, 
October 16, 1967 END UNCLASSIFIED. 

BEGlJf CLASSIFIED. Comment : Ihe reports provide further documen- 
tary proof that the guerrilla chieftain, who was reportedly 
fatally injured in battle against the Bolivian Armed Forces on 
October S, was indeed Ernesto Che Guevara „ 'Ihe documents do little 
however, to resolve public speculation on the timing and manner 
of death. It will be widely noted that neither the death certi- 
ficate nor the autopsy report state a time of death {the examining 
physicians are said to have told journalists that Guevara died 
a few hours before their examination late in the afternoon of 
October Moreover, the communique also leaves unsaid the time 

of death, indicating simply that it occurred sometime between 
S p.m. October S t and the transfer of the body to Vallagrande at 
4 p.m. the following afternoon* This would appear to be an 
attempt to bridge the difference between a series of earlier diver « 
gent statements from Armed Forces sources, ranging from assertions 
that he died during or shortly aftar battle to those suggesting 
he survived at least twenty-four hours. Some early reports last 
week also indicated that Guevara was captured with minor injuries 
while later statements, including the attached autopsy report, 
affirm that hfe suffered multiple and serious bullet wounds. 
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We doubt that the communique will satis faetorily answer these 
questions and fire inclined to agree with the comment by Preeencia 
columnist Pftliticiis that these discrepancies* now that the identity 
of the body ie generally accepted, are "going to be the new focus 
of polemics in the coming day*, especially abroad .« EH J) CLASSI- 
r XkD * 
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Annex tfo. 1 ~ Beath Certificate 

The death certificate signed OctWr 10, 19$ 7 4 by Drs. tioisee 
ABRAHAM Baptist a and Jose JIARTIKEZ Cafco, Hospital Knights of 
Malta, Vallegrande, Bolivia, indicates that on October 0 at 
5=30 p*m*, there arrived BOA an individual who military authori- 
ties said was Ernesto GUEVARA Lynch * approximately 40 years of 
ag*, the cause of death being jaultiple bullet wounds in the 
thorax and extremities. Preservative was applied to the body. 



Annex Ho. 2 * Autopsy Jteaort 

The autopsy report signed October 10, 19o7 by Drs* ABRAHAM 
Baptist* and MARTINEZ Cazo, indicates that the body recognized 
as that of Ernesto Guevara was 40 years of age, white race, 
approximately 1,73 meters in height, brown curly hair, heavy 
curly beard and mustache, heavy eyebrows, straight nose, thin 
lipsj mouth open, teeth in good order with nicotine stains, 
lower left pre-molar floating, light blue eyes> regular phvsique, 
scar along almost whole left side of bacfc* A general examination 
showed the following wounds t 

1* Bullet wound in left clavicular region egressing through 
shoulder blade* 

2, Bullet wound in right clavicular region fracturing same, 
without egress * 

3- Bullet wound in right side, without egress. 

4* Two bullet wounds in left side, with egress through back* 

5. Bullet wound in left pectoral between 9th and 10th ribs* 
with egress on left side. 

6. Bullet wound ±n lower third part of right thigh. 

7* Bullet wound in lower third part *f left thigh in seton* 
8* Bullet wound in lower right forearm with fractured ulva. 

The thorax cavity when opened showed that the first wound lightly 
injured the apex of the left lung. 
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The second injured the suh-clavic vessel, the bullet lodging 
itself In the second vertebra. 

Ihe third transversed the right- lung lodging itself in the 9th 
' rib* 

The left lung was slightly damaged by bullet no* 4- 

Wound a** £ transversed the left lung in a tangential trajectory* 

Thorax cavities , especially the right j presented abundant blood 
collect ion. 

The opened abdomen showed no traumatic lesion, only expansion 
due to gases and citric liquid* 

The cause of death was the thorax wounds and consequent hemorrhag- 
ing 1 . 



Annex No* 3 - Argentine Police Report 

On Saturday, October 14, 1967* three officials of the Argentine 
Federal Police (Investigations) » one a handwriting expert and 
the other two fingerprint experts, at the request of the Bolivian 
Government, visited Bolivian military headquarters in La, Faa to 
collaborate in a matter of identification. They were shown a 
metal container in which were two amputated hands in a liquid 
solution, apparently formaldehyde* 

She fingerprint experts tried the *Juan Vucetich" system used in 
Argentina of making papillary sketches of the fingers, but the 
liquid caused the fingertips to wrinkle making tracing impossible* 
They then proceeded to take f ingerprint impressions on polyethelene 
sheets and in some cases on pieces of latex, these to be sent to 
the Identification Department of the Argentine Police for further 
examination * 

Th* experts then compared the fingerprints with the copy of the 
prints made from Guevara's Argentine identity record No ♦ 3*524*271, 
establishing beyond doubt that both prints were front the same 
person* Also checked were prints taken front Guevara at Ysllegrande 
on October <j, with the same result* 

The handwriting expert then examined two notebooks in good condi- 
tion. The title page of one read "1967" and its reverse "Carl 
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Kllppel * Kaiser etrasca 75 - Frankfurt a*H" and • t Harstellung 
Baier Schoslder ^ tfeilbreuio A**?." This book shows hand" 
writing beginning under the date of January 1, 1967 and contin- 
uing tintil October 7 t 1967, Considering the period of the 
writing, the writing itself, and the ■ signatures t "the expert 
decided they were suitable for formal extrinsic and intrinsic 
comparisons in the handwriting identification system* The 
•Xpert also examined statistically the handwriting character- 
istic a of the notebook enscribed "Elba 66509 tt containing 44 
pages of handwriting. There was sufficient regularity of 
characteristics, to determine that they were the same as those 
reproduced in/ Wl fJ fl 3Sleai^itp 1 ¥SBord, Copies of the material will 
be forwarded to the Argentine Police for- further study. 

Signed by £steban Gelzhauacr and Juan Carlos Eolgado 



Enclosure No, 4 

COMMUNIQUE OF TflE ARGEHTENE EMBASSY AT LA PAZ 

The technical commission detailed by the Argentine Govern- 
ment at the request of the Bolivian (Scvernment to prove the 
identity of the remains of Ernesto Guevara has proceeded to make 
a comparison of the items that were provided by the Commander in 
Chiaf of the Armed Forces with those that were in the hands of 
Argentine police authorities* From the fingerprint and hand- 
writing skill practiced by the technicians, in accordance with 
scientific procedures currently in use, it develops that the 
iteias compared correspond in an irrefutable manner to Ernesto 
Guevara t thereby agreeing with the report issued by the Bolivian 
authorltes * 

La Paz, October 16, 1967* 



^CLASSIFIED 



